THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

in which Ra Mandlik killed Duda, and, after sacking
Arthila, he returned to Junagadh in triumph. Arthila
became completely ruined, and the branch of the Gohel
family residing there moved to Lathi, where it is settled
to this day.

Meanwhile much had been happening in Gujarat.
Ahmad Shah died in A.D. 1441 and was succeeded by his
son, Mahomed Shah, who was poisoned in A.D. 1451. His
son, Kutab-ud-din Shah, succeeded him, and died after
reigning only eight years. Fateh Khan, his half brother,
a youth of fourteen, was now elected king. In the words
of the " Mirat-i-Sikandari," " he added glory and lustre
to the kingdom of Gujarat, and was the best of all the
Gujarat kings, including all who preceded him and all
who succeeded him; and whether for abounding justice
and generosity, for success in religious war, and for the
diffusion of the laws of Islam and of Musalmans; for
soundness of judgment, alike in boyhood, in manhood,
and in old age; for power, for valour, and victory, he
was a pattern of excellence.53 This quotation, while
displaying very accurately something of the character
of the new Sultan, also gives us an insight into what was
expected by Musalmans of a Mahomedan ruler.

Fateh Khan took the name of Dinpanah Mahomed
on ascending the throne of Gujarat, and to this was
afterwards added the title " Begarah," by which he is
generally known. The origin of this title is somewhat
obscure, but has had two different derivations assigned
to it. The more popular is that it is derived from
the two Gujarati words be, two, and gadh> a fort,
and that the title was assumed after the capture of
the two forts Champaner and Junagadh. The spelling
of the Persian, however, conflicts with this, for the letter
r is shown as soft instead of hard. The other ex-
planation is that in Gujarati the Hindus called a bullock
Bigarh, because its horns stretched out right and
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